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Satire’s my weapyn; but I’m too discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoss, sharpers, and directors.— Porg: 


—0o0v0000— 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


ae ee 


From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gacl, to Lord 
Darnley. 


QN HIS UNFOUNDED AND SPLENETIC ABUSE OF RE- 
FORM, AT THE KENT COUNTY MEETING. 


ae 


My Lord, 
There is something in your fayour, in the 
general tenor of your public life, which renders it an 
unpleasant duly to notice any part of your conduct with 
veprehension ;—but although much is owing to you, there 
is still more owing to the country, by a public writer ; 
and it is necessary that such Janguage as you are said to 
have made use cf, at the late county meeting, of ihe 
freeholders of Kent, should have its false and ridiculous 
nature exposed, lest men whe would not otherwise be 
likely to fall into any error upon the subject, should be 
led by any personal regard for Lord Darnley, to- adopt 
upon his credit, what cannot stand upon its own. 
By this period, Lord John Russell must be heartily 
ashamed of his calumnious representation of the reforme 
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ers, as men capable of perpetrating the most atrocioug 
crimes, in their pursuit of an effectual correction of the 
abuses of the legislature. Though he has not summoned 
up sufficient courage, to look the re ality of the grieve» 
ances steadily in the face, nor dared to probe the ulcere 
tu the bottom, of which he has taken a superticial glance, 
—yet he has the good sense to avoid further slander of 
men whose characters may be fairly placed in competi- 
tion with his own ; and whose motives are as litUle liable 
to be impeached. Even Mr. Canning is at last ashamed 
of gratuitous and unfounded calumny upon the reform- 
ers ; and while he characterises reform as a wild and 
visionary contemplation, he has distinctly admitted that 
the reformers may honestly believe it both practicable 
and necessary. 7s it at this time that Lord Darnley should 
step forward to revive the slanders, and the falseliuods, 
of which thuse gentlemen are ashamed, and have re- 
nounced ? Isitatthis time, that Lord Darnley should 
step forward to calumniate the public, instead of holding 
out to the public that protection and honest assistance, 
Which they have a right to expect at his bands, as the 
only return he can make for the possession of those 
privileges, and that rank, which are the gift of the 
public to the order to which he belongs? — Is it at this 
time, when the grect mass of the people are turning 
towards parliamentary reform as the only effectual re- 
lief, that Lord Darnley, who declares he has no conti- 
dence in the present House of Commons—who declares 
that the sense of the country is in favour of reform—who 
declares that he sees some sortof reform must take place 
—is this a lime for such a man to step forward, and 
slander the reformers by stating the consequence e of re- 
form would be to produce the confiscation of property, 
and a sanouinary revolulien, 

Your lian suage is this: —*1 cannot help considermg, 
* that the principles commonly known by the name of 
‘radical reform, mean annual parliaments, and univer- 
sal suffrave. Iie (Mr. Cobbeti) nas too muciFisense 
* not to know, (and no one kuuws it better) that if 
‘such a plan was to lake place, i¢ would deprive all 
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‘ who hear me of their property, of they had any to 
“lose, and must lead to a revolution.” Now, my 
Lord, is this the fair, honest, manly, conviction of'a 
British Senator ;—or is it a false, calumnious, and in- 
terested slander of a PEOPLE, who have hitherto ful- 
tilled their duties far better than the “ privileged orders,” 
who tov often make use of power for the purpose of 
plunder; and who have converted a system which should 
be a national benefit, into a medium, of the emolument 
of * parties” and “privileged orders,” until the Pitt 
System of Boroughmonger abuseshas become more fatal, 
more destructive to the interests of the people at large, 
than the wildest anarchy that could have raged amid the 
conflicting fury of contending passions! ii 
By what right does your Lordship assume, that the 
mass of the people are a band of robbers? By what 
authority dare you brand the inhabitants of the wholé 
realm, as a host of plundcrers? Is it because they 
have submitted to robbery with such unexampled ’pa- 
tience, that you imagine they have acquired the princi¢ 
ples of spoliation, trom the habit of being despoiled? 
is it because they have swbmetted to be plundered with 
so much facility, that you suppose they are anxious to 
plunder in their turn? Do you borrow the basis of 
your injurious supposition, from their past history? If 
so, will you be good enough to point out the pages ‘td 
which you refer. -] am tolerably read in the history of 
the country; and [ defy you to produce any historical 
ground for the slander. [recollect instancés, indeed, 
where those who have been robbed of all by misgovern- 
ment, have endeavoured to repossess themselves’ of 
what ought: never to have been’ taken from them. 
[ recollect instances, in which despotism~ has - produced 
rebellion ; which has been consigned to reprobation; not 
because it was wrjust, but because if was not conducted 
with sufficient ialent to render it successful. 1 recol- 
lect instances, where rebellion bas succeeded— where re- 


volutions have ensued,and where the wildest passions of the 


people have been irritated into the ‘extremes ‘of frenzy. 
But Lremember no ur of the people upon property. 
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Nor is it possible that any such war upon properiy 
shouldtake place among the pope. “Church and King 
“* mobs,” and “no Popery mobs,” in particular towns, 
have been occasionally instigated, in the ignorance of 
the multitude, toacts of violence. Witness the “ Church 
and King war” uponproperty at Birmingham ‘in 1791: 
-——the ** no-Popery-war’” upon property, in 1780; xnd 
various other minor operations of a similar description, 
compared with which, the conduct of Jack Cade and 
Wat Tyler, at the head of a multitude irritated into ac- 
tive resistance by political grievances, Was ORDERLY, 
MANLY, and FORBEARING. Compare the manisfestoes 
of the latter, with the senseless, ridiculous cries of the 
former,—and your lordship may learn the amazing dif- 
ference between the pecple, even of the ** lowest order,” 
when assembled to assert, or recover,their native rights, 
and the brutality, drunkenness, and debauchery of the 
dupes of a faction, instigated to such excesses as those in 
which Church and King mobs wereaccustomed to indulge, 
Ido not mean todeny that some deservedly obnoxious 
individuals have fallen victims ta the vengeance of 
separate masses of the community ;—or to contend that 
their property, (for themost part pillaged from the peo- 
ple) has always been he!d sacred. But in those cases, 
it was not the dove of z:dunder, or the thirst of gain, 
that dictated the conduct of the multitude! The ven- 
geance of a nation cannot stoop lo Boroughmonger de- 
predations upon property, for the sake of profiting by 
the spoil of the puilty. The property assailed in such 
cases is destroyed. Houses are levelled with the dust, 
furniture is scattered in the streets, or given to the flames, 
the obnoxious are hunted like animals, who have forfeit- 
ed all claim to the treatment of human beings, by their 
fiend-like persecution of humanity. Who laments that 
Chief Justice Jeffries was almost torn in pieces by the po- 
puiace, through which he was flying indisguise to escape 
the justice due te his abuse of the judicial anthority— 
his bloody sentences—hislezal murders—and ‘1is prostitu- 


tion of law at the altar of despotism 2? Was that act of 
public vengeance accompanied, or dictated by, any base 
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tesire of obtaining the sordid wealth he had acquired 
by such iniquitous means? Those who regret that he 
was not coolly sacrificed by thesentence of the law, forget 
that such examples are necessary toteach those who seat 
themselves above thelaw, that there is a power that can 
reach themin their fancied security, and make them re- 
aponsible to justice,even when they have madea bulwark 
of the courts, and ramparts of the statute book, where- 
with to hedge about and fortify their villainies ! 

I repeat it—No NATION ever warred against property 
honestly acquired. The people have in their anger, 
thrown down the palaces of tyrant Kings, and of wicked 
nobles. They have recalled power which has been abus- 
ed; and made terrible examples of corruptjudges, and 
despotic rulers. But they have never eopied the ex- 
amples set them of spolzation, confiscation, and mer= 
cenary plunder. It is impossible that they should ; for 
the motives that calla PEOPLE into acTION, are far 
beyond the abject and base considerations of venal and 
personal interests. I speak not of zndzviduals. There 
are men who would fire any temple, for the chance of 
stealing the vestments of the priest ;—but such men are 
as easily found among the “ privileged orders,” among 
‘** men of high rank,” and “‘ illustrious descent,” as among 
the people at large :—while there is always in the ma- 
jority of the people a redeeming spirit, which is but 
seldom found in the majorities of other classes. 

A knave, who wished to make dupes, or a fool who 
was eager to be duped, might consistently have said 
that annual parliaments and universal suffrage would 
“ deprive all his hearers of their property, if they had 
‘* any to lose:”—but such language in the mouth of a 
man of sense, or a man of honour, is unaccountable: 
except I set it down as a splenetic mode of attempting to 
overcome Mr. Cobbett by random assertion, in default 
of better argument. What is there, in the nature of 
plunder, in these two propositions? a should an- 
nual parliaments lead to any popular altack upon pro- 
perty? They are not new to this country—they are 
in use in other countries. Properly was a3 safe, and 
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indeed much safer, in England, when they existed. 
than it is now, In America a public war upon proper- 
ty is not an object of dread. The REVOLUTION in 
that country produced no war upon property by the 
people: and it is the grossest of all folly, or the meanest 
of all injustice, to have recourse to such false atid un- 
founded propositions, which are only resorted to, in 
order to scare those whom you are unable to convince: 
—as silly nurses still the clamour of foolish fearful 
children by tales ofhorrid goblins, and imaginary fiends. 
You have discovered, however, my lord, that the men 
of Kent have grown out of these childish fears. Your 
maginary raw-head-and-bloody-bones, of plunder 
and revolution, was of no more use than a standing 
scare-crow to an old bird. Most of your auditors have 
been seared with it twenty years ago, but it had not 
lost its terrors. The thing was seen to have been a 
bundle of rags made up of venal interests and coward 
fears! Instead of your proposition being what it ap- 
peared to be, it was directly the reverse. Instead of 
its being true that reform would “ deprive all those who 
*‘ heard you of their property,” your hearers felt that 
it was the want of areform, that is depriving them of 
their property, as fast as the operation of an exhausting 
system can empty their pockets. Instead of entertain- 
ing any fears for a revolution to be produced by reform, 
they found the want of reform HAD produced a re- 
volution, which was robbing them daily of their re- 
maining capital, having long ago deprived them of all 
chance of profit. The want of reform caused the peo- 
ple to he plundered of thirteen hundred and fifty mil- 
lions, to defray the expences of the late war!—a war 
totally unnecessary in the first instance, and_ into 
which the people were deceived to concur, because they 
had not an annual parliament, and members elected by 
themselves, who would have told them in what their real 
interests consisted. With annual parliaments, and mem- 
bers elected by the people, the American war would 
not have been persisted in more than one year, even if 
the foolish desire to preserve a colony had produced & 
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war at all. What folly then, to give it the mildest name, 
is it to conjure up such dreams as the confiscation and 
violent seizure of property resulting from Reform !— 
whea even the wildest effort of public passion in the 
midst of the anarchy of incipient revolution, never pro- 
duced any instance of a war upon private property. It 
has always been the peculiar privilege of “ regular 
governments,” to make such war upon personal pesses- 
sions. The Spanish Revolution, the Portuguese Revo- 
lution, the Neapolitan Revolution, all give the “‘ de 
direct,” to the assumption of your lordship; and unless 
your Lordship means to contend that the populace. of 
this country have no pretensioas to tlie honesty and 
manliness of the populace of Spain, Naples, and Portugal, 
you must admit that you have “* hazarded alie!” Would 
your Lordship have much right to complain, if those of 
your countrymen whom you have ventured to stigma- 
tize as anxious to become /awless snd unprincipled 
banditti were to treat you as you have affected to appre- 
hend they were capable of treating you? Would not 
the provocation justify the offence ? 

Nothing is so common, nor is there any thing so mon- 
strously unjust, as this wanton provocation, and prepos- 
terous libelling of the public. It is fortunate for the 
'€ privileged orders,” that the great body of tue people 
are “ patient and long suffering; slow to anger and 
*¢ easily appeased ;” or in what country where “ privileg- 
‘* ed orders” are known, could they exist for a century ? 
if any one should undertake to compile the fearful trea- 
tise of the “ right of the poor to make war upon the rich,” 
what would become of “ the properties that have been accu- 
mulated for the public spoel by the public injury!” In- 
stead of railing at the press for what it has done, and at 
reform for what it may do, to prevent such practices,— 
your lordship, and others, ought to be thankful, that the 
right of the people to restitution and redress has not 
been advocated, instead of their right to present and 
future protection against further wrong and injustice. 

Pray, what might your lordship mean by the paren- 
thesis of “ these who had any thing to lose? Every 
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man must have somet/ing to lose in a good state of 
society, while he remains a member of it; and if there were 
any among your lordship’s hearers who had nothing left 
to lose, their ALL must have been taken from them, 
—not ‘by reform, not by annuai parliaments, or uni- 
versal suflrage —lLut by septennial parliaments, the suf- 
frage of the boroug rhmonger corruptions, and ‘the Want 
of reform. The millions who are ruined, and the 
millions who stand on” the brink of ruin, owe 
their disasters to sepiennial parliaments, and bo- 
rougamonger corruptions. No scheme of Reform 
could ruin greater numéers than have been ruined by 
the existing system of abuses. No Revolution could 
have been more disastrous than the Pitt System has 
been. Nay, the wildest anarchy could not have pro- 
duced a tithe of the mischief ; for it would have wasted 
itself in its own fury, and the storm would have cleared 
ihe atmosphere for a future generation ; while the pesti- 
lence of the Pitt Systeim, like a placue every year rew 
newel, sweeps off generation after generation into work- 
houses, or prisons; and only gathers strength to destroy. 
from the multit udes it devours. Those who have lost 
all their property, and those whose property is exdan- 
gered, are placed in as dad situations, as if they had 
been exposed io a aan confiscation of property. It 
matters not, whethora highwayman, or a tax-gatherer, 
takes ALL that a man has. He is ruined by either ; 
but of the two, one vad rather a highwayman had been 
the means of ruin, than a system which pretends to offer 
protection. 

1 demand of your Lordship to answer this question :—~ 
* Ts not the sy stem which you uphold beggaring class 
“ after class, and ruining interest after interest?” In 
the negative you cannot answer; for the fundholder 
alone remaius uninjuved; all the other classes have been 
exhausted; and your Lordship confessed at this very 
meeting, that vou thought the “ sad tame” must come, 
when he also must be compounded with. And, if you 
answer in the affirmative, how dare you talk of the loss of 
property aa the consequences of Reform (with the broad 
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facta before you that al/ property must be lost in the ope- 
fation of the present system ), while the Reforms and Revo- 
iutions of other countries have NOT endangered proper- 
ty in any degree? As you are a man, I demand a reply. 
Your honour ts at stake; your reason, and your honesty, 
are placed upon your recantation of your senseless and 
unjust abuse of men, as honest and as well informed up- 
on this subject, as yourself. 

If the apprehension of the loss of property, were any 
argument against Radical Reform, what must the actuaé 
loss of property to such an extent, prove against the 
present system of Parlianrentary corruptions? If the 
apprehension of mischief be an argument against endea- 
vouring. to mend a bad system, what are we to think of 
the mischief of the system itself, which is so extreme as 
to admit of no addition, and so fatal as to admit of no 
alleviation, but in the abolition of that system? Your 
Lordship talks of the loss of property, as an evil of the 
greatest magnitude. Why did not you oppose the sacri-~ 
fice of the property of those who have been already 
ruined?  t.ook at the state of the poor, who during the 
war, were spoiled by taxation every week of nearly half 
their laborious earnings. Will you venture to say, that 
property means only the possessions of the rich; and 
that the rich alone are to be the judges, when the evils 
of loss of property become unbearable? You dare not 
say this in words, lest the whole country should re-echo 
with one burst of hysterical laughter. Yet this is your 
argument, if any thibg like argument is to be gathered 
from your speech. You say that we must bear the evils 
of the present state as long as we can. But the rechest 
can bear them dongest ; and is no one to complain, or toe 
move, until ¢he richest are reduced to their last shil- 
ling ' The man who is now ruined, or threatened with 
ruin, has now the same right to complain, and to resist, 
ag your Lordship will have, when you have reached the 
same point of ruin. You say, that at the “ sad time’”’ 
when you can pay no longer, the debt must go unpaid ; 
and of course you would then have no objection either to 
Reform, or Revolution, on the score of pronerty, be- 
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cause when you shall be ruined by the system, there 
will remain none, you imagine, to be endangered. But 
all who have less than you, will be ruined before you ; 
those who have but little, are already ruined. Are alli 
these to go to the workhouse in quiet, until you are sent 
there to bear them company? Cr are they to use the 
reason and demand the rights, which you would not fail 
to use and to demand, where you in their situauion ?— 
Surely, when a man has trusted a system until ruin 
stares him in the face, he has trusted it long enough ; 
and may be justified in turning towards some other sys- 
tem, which offers a chance of retrieving what can only 
be ruin at last, and which is certain to ensue from any 
further trial of the Borough System. 

You seemed angry with Mr. Cobbett, for saying that 
it was a matter of indifference to him, whether you, and 
all the fundholders, and landholders, were ruined, or not. 
You will, perhaps, be more angry with me, for saying 
that I wish most sincerely, that you had been already 
reduced by the system, to as poor a condition as the 
poorest of your auditors upon that occasion. [ will not 
say of you, what you have inferred of the people, that 
poverty would have disposed you to rapine and plun- 
der ; but I will tell you, that it would have made you 
far less disposed to eruit for the “ healing hand of time,” 
to restore your comforts. You would then have found 
the “ sad time” for compounding with the public credi- 
tor, had arrived ; and you must not expect that those 
who do find it arrived, will wait until your fortune shall 
be reduced as low as theirs, before they propose to do, 
what you have said must be done when you are as poor 
as they are. 

What could induce you to propose such acreed as this 
to Englishmen! The ancient proof of the excellence of 
a system of government, was, that the east enjury done 
to the meanest citizen, was an injury to the whole. In 
your code of politics, it seems that, until an injury 
reaches the highest, or to speak more correctly, the 
richest order, it is not to be complained of by any other 
aufferers! Do you suppose your countrymen have Jost 
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their senses. as well as their property? [f you do, you 
are mistaken. They have rather recovered them ; and 
although the natural feelings of man revolt at havi ing re- 
course to cruelty, in revenge for decestion, be assured 
they will be fools and dupes no longer. 

The evils of the system for which it is proposed to 
substitute a Reform, were thus summed up by Sir F. 
Burdett, in April, 1802, on a motion to enquire into 
Mr. Pitt’s administration. Your Lordship will easily 
perceive that they have not diminished since that pe- 
riod, as far as they concern the dzbertzes of the people. 
As far as the property of the nation is concerned, the 
evils are magnified by all the difference between spend- 
ing and paying: the bill of the feast of folly and blood- 
shed has been brought in, and the reckoning exceeds by 
millions the ability of the nation to pay. 

“ The fundamental laws of the land, (said Sir Francis) 
have been altered ; every constitutional landmark re- 
moved ; all has been taken away, except abuses and ecor- 
‘ruptions, which have been so shamefully augmented, in 
the midst of general national distress. While the Minis- 
ter with one hand has heaped abuse upon abuse, burthen 
upon burthen upon the back of the people; with the 
other he has taken away from them every thing valuable 
in the constitution, and which could render even their 
former burthens tolerable. There is no condition, or 
situation in the country from the highest te the lowest, 
considered individually as private citizens, or collectivel 
as constituted authorities, which has not been materially 
altered. ‘The s'tuation of the King—the situation of the 
Queen—the situation of the Prince of Wales, whose 
rights have been as little respected as those of the lowest 

subject—the situation of both Houses of Parliament—of 
the Judges—the laws—the Magistracy—the militia—the 
Bank—the City of Lendon—the East Indies—the West 
{ndies-—Scotland—lIreland—the condition of the people 
at large—ALL have been totally changed under the 
pretence of resisting innovation and change ! 

‘“ The liberty of the Press has been violated by laying 
printers and publishers under new and unconstitutional 
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restraints, placing them entirely at the mercy of Go. 
vernment. He must be a bold man who will venture tc 
put pen to paper, since the punishment of libel has beeri 
cutered, and a second conviction made traasportation to 
Botany Bay. Libel is the easiest of all charges, to be 
brought against a man. A man deaf and dumb, who 
can neither read nor write, may be guilty of libel. A 
sign-post is a libel. A scare-crow set up in a garden is 
libel. The motions of our hands and fingers are libels. 

“ The Judges have been made dependent on the 
Crown, for large salaries, upon retiring from office. 
Star Chamber sentences have been pronounced for the 
most trifling political offences. Men convicted of libel 
have had judgments suspended over their heads for years, 
and let fall to crush them, when they became obnoxious 
to Ministers. The Judges are in habits of ordering to 
prison convicted persons, to be brought up for judgment 
at a distant day ; anda new trial has been granted for the 
first time in a criminal case. 

‘© The freedom of speech has been violated; and 
more than 50 persons forbid to meet to discuss political 
grievances, under penalty of death by mdditary execu- 
fron: 

“ Trial by jury has in multiplied instances been taken 
away; in almost all cases where ¢azes are concerned ; 
and where, the dispute being for property between the 
subject and the crown, there is most need of its protec- 
tion; and the arbitrary jurisdiction of commissioners 
substituted in its stead. 

** The income tax created an inquisitorial power of 
the most partial, offensive, and cruel nature. The 
whole transactions of a man’s life might be inquired into, 
family secrets laid open, and an Englishman, like a cul- 
frit summoned to attend commissioners, compelled to wait 
like a lackey from day to day, until they were ready to 
institute their inquisition into his property; put to his 
sath; after all, perhaps, disbelieved, insulted, surcharg- 
ed, and stigmatized as perjured, without any appeal to, 
and redress from, a Jury of his country. And it is 
worth remarking, that a little before the introduction of 
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ihis bill, the law of perjury was altered, and the pu- 
nishment made transportation to Botany Bay. 

“ Landed property, has heen confiscated to an im- 
mense amount, under the specious name of asale of the 
land-tax. What is the meaning of selling a tax? 
What is atax? <A taxis no property! What hasa 
man purchased by buying 7t? Nothing but the — 
bility of an additional tax. Having purchased this, a 
new tax will be laid on, which in its turn may 6e sold. 
That is, the landed proprietor may be called upon to 
advance sixteen, seventeen, or eighteen years taxes, at 
once; and if he refuses to be suv deluded, the govern- 
ment puts in a co-proprietor with him, having a 
prior claim to his estate. A new land-tax will then be 
laid ; this may again be sold, and new proprietors put in 
upon him ;—so that in the course of years, by the simple 
operation of what is called the sale of the dand tar; a 
gentleman of landed property may find himself in 
possession of nothing of his own estate but the ¢itle 
deeds! 

** Add to this, the innumerable, wanton, harrassing, 
and disproportioned penalties to enforce this overgrown 
system of taxation; converting England into an excise 
office, and one part of the people into spies and inform- 
ers to prey upon the other. 

“The whole practice relating to custody has been 
changed, about which the wise and humane spirit of the 
old law of England was so scrupulously nice ; because upon 
that chiefly dependsall the protection that can be afforded 
io those at best ill-protected creatures, prisoners; who, 
even with all that precaution canadopt, must inevitably be 
left too much at the discretionof gaolers. Now, therefore, 
all protection is withdrawn; close custody and the prac- 
tice of exchanging from one custody for another, and 
of sending men to be imprisoned in distant places, one 
of the heaviest grievances complained of under the 
Stuarts, are introduced, contrary to the most sacred 
fundamental laws of ihe constitution. 

‘* The treason laws, too, have been altered, because 
the old law of Edward the Third was too clear and dia- 
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tinct. They were bungling traitors, it wag said, who 
could not avoid the operation of alawso well understood. 
Therefore they made new laws to entrap and ensnare 
men’s lives; introducing the horrible and atrocious doc- 
trine of constructive and complicated treason. Under 
the old law, they tried it without success. It was too 
plain; and former wicked attempts had been worn out 
by adjudications. ‘* Therefore” said ministers, “ we 
must have laws under which there have been xo deci- 
sions, Where the Judge may range with discretion, wide 
as his conscience will permit:—where there are no legal 
landmarks, no boundaries, to correct, or to controul:— 
then we shall see who will dare to complain of any 
grievance, or even hint at reform.” [t was an accusa- 
tion against Caligula, that he wrote his laws so small 

and hung them up so high that the people could not 
read them. But our ministers go much further ;—they 
make laws which every man can read, but which no 
man can understand. 

** Bastiles have been erected, military posts chosen, 
the land encircled with barracks, the military called in 
upon all occasions, to the neglect and degradation of the 
civil power in the hands of citizens. A system of spies 
has been organized, * undermining the morality, and 
corrupting the integrity of the nation poisoning every 
source of social happiness, and destroying all confidence 
between man and man. 

“¢ The police has been-new modelled, upon the plan of 
the old despotism of France. 4 lieutenant de police has 
been created, with an immense salary, under the title of 
third secretary of state. The lowest and meanest crea- 
tures have been invested with the anthority of the ma- 
gistracy ; needy men, depending on pensions for bread. 


——, 2 








— 


+ 


* The effecta of this organization have been since exposed in the 
exploits of Oliver, Castles, Franklin, Edwards, and auch regulae 
supporters of the Church and State, under the patronage of varions 
ministers, who have seemed disposed to rival his Satanuic Majesty 


mesedueing thew martyrs to ain, and then betraying them to pun 
whicat, : 








THK BLAGK DWARE. 915 


“ The Habeas Corpus act has been suspended year 
after year; and thus armed, ministers have issued 
general warrants, arrested indiscriminately ; and then 
selected such persons, not such as they had informations 
against, but such as they suspected they should be able 
to extert information from; and having chosen their 
victims, inquisitorial process next commenced, which 
was varied according to the supposed temper and dis- 
position of the prisoner. Some were loaded with irons, 
and plunged at once into the horrors of the Cold-bath- 
fields prison; others underwent a different treatment , 
they were sent to messengers’ houses, where they were 
indulged with food and fire, and comfortably lodged, the 
messengers’ business being to'pump bis prisoner, and perpe- 
tually to represent to him the, terrors of the Cold-bath- 
field prison, and Governor Aris ; hoping, good naturedly 
that he might escape them by giving information—or, 
as they termed it, singing out. In this state of prepara- 
tion, the prisoner was brought up to be examined ; when 
the first question asked by the dignified magistrate who 
presided at these inquisitorial proceedings was, in the 
cant phrase ofa thief-taker, whether the prisoner would 
sing out or not? Most of these unfortunate men having 
no song gratifying to the ear ofthe worthy magistrate ; and 
preferring cold and hunger to giving false information, 
were then sent to the Cold-bath-fields prison, recom- 
mended to the care of Governor Aris; thrust into a 
solitary cell in this prison, where thirst and hunger, and 
every species of cruelty is practised, and endured, 
unpilied and unseen ; exposed even to personal violence, 
having suffered it in many instances, from the brutal fe- 
rocity of Aris; cut off from every consolation which the 
most inhuman have seldom denied their victims, even 
wives and children excluded. In this close and cruel 
custody have Ministers kept men without charge, with- 
out knowing their accusers, without daring to bring 
them to trial! At length, some at the end of two— 
some at the end of three—one has been imprisoned the 
greatest part of seven years—with ruined fortunes, bro- 
ken health, broken hearts, are they permitted to rejoin, 
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witness, aud partake the migery of their starving fami- 
lies. To crown all, Ministers have prevailed upon this 
House to reject the Petitions of men they have thue 
treated ; end to pass a Bill of Indemnity for these Minis- 
ters and gaolers:—a plain proof which of the two broke 
the law—the accused, or the accusers.* 

‘“‘ The Indemnity Bill is the most fatal measure which 
has yet been adopted. It is the final blow, which holds 
up the Constitution to contempt and scorn, and makes 
the much-talked of responsibility of Ministers, a thing 
not of fear, but of derision and mockery. 

‘¢ Tet no man be so weak, so childish, as to imagine 
his life can be for a moment safe, or depends upon any 
better security, than the discretion of the executive, if 
corruption has attained sucha height, that Ministers can 
commit such acts with impunity :—if such is the wretch- 
ed staie of the representation that the House of Com- 
mnons, which according to the Constitution should be the 
jealous observer and controller of the acts of the execu- 
tive, the protector and guardian of the people, and the 
Jaws, can be prevailed upon to indemnify Ministers, with- 
out any enquiry into, or explanation of their conduct 
Here are men taken up, kept in abhorred close custody, 
without accusers, without trial, bankrupts in fortune and 
in health, their Petitions rejected, the course of justice 
turned aside, and all this flagrant violation of the laws, 
constitution, common sense, and humanity, to cover and 
conceal the practices of Ministers. 

“© We have heard much of the blessings of our Con- 
stitution! But leok at the real situation of the country | 
five hundred and fifty millions of debt (now 800 mil- 
lions) — barracks and bastiles—the Habeas Corpus 
Act desiroyed—for the frequency, long continuance, ard 
facility of its suspension, have totally annihilated the con- 
fidence of the subject—an army of spies and informers 





—_——- 





* This scene was re-acted with all its horribie and unjust accom- 
panimeuts, in 1317 ;—and the claims of the injured parties foc 


justice again defeated by a Bill of Indemnity for guilty Minieters, 
and their sgents. 
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— an inguisition of property—an inquisition of poli- 
tical opinion—a shackled and corrupted Press— a gag- 
ged and beqgared people—pensioned Justices—eventu- 
ally salaried Judges—vague laws—threatened Juries 
—an executive Magistrate not accountable—a degrad- 
ed aristocracy—a confiding Parliament—and—irre- 
sponsibleand indemnified Ministers.” 

The author of the pamphlet in which I find this ex- 
cellent Bill of Impeachment against the boroughmongers, 
and their science of misrule, pertinently asks—** what is 
‘*¢ there in this system, so admirable to recompense the 

‘¢ people of England for the immense sacrifices they are 
“ daily and hourly called upon to make for its support !” 
Will your Lordship undertake to answer this question ? 
Or are we to take our answer from the mouth of Mr. 
Justice Bailey, who tells us that taxation is the great 
Llessing for which we should offer up our thanks to the 
princes of plunder ? 

Ifthe people have such a fund of patience, and endur- 
ing’ reason, as to bear all this, without being goaded into 
excesses, is it rational to apprehend disturbances from the 
restoration of their rights—from their elevation to their 
proper rank in society: from the recovery of those bless- 
ings which make life valuable—and from an encreased 
dexroe of enjoyinent? Your Lordship would not ven-, 
ture to say to any individual—“ give you a vote in the 
° representation of the country, with the power of exer- 
‘¢ ising it annually ; and, to secure youfrom all control 
‘Sover your inclination, or responsibility for following 
‘* them, let it be exercised by means of the ballott —and, 

‘ this would make you a bad member of sociely, dis-, 

‘ pose you to acts of plunder, and convert you into a 
‘‘ rioter and arobber!” You see the folly and stupidity, 
as well as injustice, of individualizing your position. But. 
it is more ridiculous, and more unjust, as applied to the 
whole ; for there may be an individual who from mad- 
ness, ionorance, or depravity, might attempt to convert 
a blessing into a curse; but this could never happen to 
any considerable umber of an intelligent community. 


it is a melancholy thing, to to hear a legislator of your 
Vor. VIII. No, 26. 
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Lordship’s rank talk so vaguely as to say you see “ some 
“ sort of reform must take place.” Would an engineer 
say that some sort of a battery should be erected to de- 
fend a citadel? Would a soldier say that some sort of 
a stand should be made against an enemy. Would a 
legislator say that some sortof a law should be made, to 
repress crime? Away with all such temporising trum- 
pery! How are thepublic to understand it? Orhow 
do you expect to make a stand against a man who un- 
derstand: what he is about to propose, and founds it upon 
principle! You may make some such sort of stand as 
that which you made at Maidstone; and by compar- 
ing your some sort of reform, with your ‘‘ some sort of 
“ astand,” you will have a just idea of the merits of both. 
They are non-descripts of the same sort ; and only move 
the laughter of those who seek for plain sense, and honest 
reasoning froma senator, anda nobleman. Youfound the 
superiority of Mr. Cobbett so decisive,that all the fictitious 
and real advantages your stalion in society gives you, 
were unable to place you upon equal terms with an in- 
dividual who was a personal stranger to your auditors, 
among whom you have spent great part ofa longlife. But 
be comforted, my Lord. {t was the TRUTH, rather than 
Mr. Cobbett, that put you down. Mr. Cobbett was the 
organ of a sentiment previously existing in the bosoms 
of the people. He gave the sentiment a tangible shape, 
he called it into action against the delusion and fear 
which would have repressed it-—but he did not create it. 
He knew, and your lordship knows, that the PEOPLE are 
no longer able to pay what indeed is not in reason, or 
equity, ¢hecr debt:—and as your lordship had told ‘the 
meeting the debt must be compromised when they could 
pay no “longer, they fell that time had adrcadly arrwved, 
and they demarded its compromise, according to the 
principies of even-handed justice. Po you imagine that 
such a meeting was to be cajoled by indecisive and un- 
meaning z jargon ! ? This is a crisis of difficulty, and de- 
mands that those who are not lecided as to what should 
be done, should keep away from assemblies of the people. 
Make up your opinions, theretore, my Lord; and be 
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ready, when you meet the people again, to offer to their 
consideration decided measures, founded upon principles 
which they can understand, and accompanied by reason- 
ing Which they can appreciate. You will not then have 
ADY Occasion to wonder that truth should obtain an in- 
fluence which folly and delusion ought never to possess. 
Look calmly at the reproof’ you encountered from Mr. 
Cobbett, in the remark that “ those who were compelled 
‘to defend your property had an undoubted right to a 
‘ vote in the election of those who without hesitation 
* voted away their lives; and forced them from their 
‘* privale avocations to fight the battles of the state’— 
and you will never again venture to tell the public that 
Reform would lead to a war upon property :—nor again 
venture to hold up usurpation in preference to freedem, 
and force in preference to reason, as the means of pro- 
ducing obedience to the laws, and creating a respect 
for the principles which form the only just bonds of so- 
ciety. 
J remain, &c. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 











CATHOLIC CLAIMS. 





Though it 13 impossible to raise anew the senseless cry of ** No 
Popery,” the fatteners on the present system, who find themselves 
quite competent to cat up ail the corn they can tread out of the 
granaries of the people, are very anxious to keep up the alarm in 
genteel company, which has become too ridiculous for the ‘* lower 
orders ;"—and the alarmists have discovered that if the Catholic 
claims are conceded, England may have a Catholic king, to the ex- 
elusion of the Brunswick family: as it would be very upjust to 
refuse leave to the King to become a Catholic, or deprive him of 
his Crown for being one .—as it 1s acuéely inferred that a Crown 
belongs to « king, in the same manner as etvil rights to other 


men, or estales to these who have purchased, or inhéritéd 
iBem. It is shrewdly added—*‘* the present family enjoy the 
‘ throne, (bestdes an acto! parliament) only through the daughter 
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‘of James the First,—her grand-daughter Sophia, having mar. 
‘* ried the elector of Hanover, and that being the nearest Pro- 
**testant branch. But the progeny of Charles the First have a 
prior claim, on the grouuds of hereditary legitimate right. Hen 

«* rietla married into the Orleans family. The present King of Sar 
‘* dinia is the legitimate King of England, setting aside Protestant 
‘“‘and Parliamentary claims. The Orleans family come in on 
‘*the same grounds before the present king; who,as the legitimate 
‘ hereditary successor, stands about ninety off the throne ! and let us 
‘* recollect this, at a time when degitimate right is held up as para 

‘* mount to popular pretension.”’ The writer of this execrable 
nonsense calls upon the Catholics to deal honest/y! He should 
have set the example, and stated that there is no right in Eng- 
land tothe throne, but what is conferred by the people, either by 
direct election, as in the case of William IIT. and George [. or by 
tacit acquiescence in the succession of the family elected. By the 


right which the people exercised in the election of these two mo 
narchs, they might have excluded them, and elected others. Legt- 
timate right has been long abrogatedin Rogland; and they were 
not chosen because they were in this, or that order of succession : 
but because they were deemed the hest whom the nation could 
chuse for the purpose of securing its liberty. The event may have 
shewn that this wasa mistaken opinion—but this was the princi- 
ple oy which the choice was made. The tenure on which a 
crown is held, is the public service; and the public may justly 
dictate the terms on which it shall be worn. But men do not 
hold their civil rights. or their estates, upon any such terms; and 
though a nation might justly say toa king, you shall be a Protes- 
tant, or you shall not govern us—there exists no such right on tke 
part of a nation to say to an individual, you shall not enjoy your 
estates, or your freedom, unless you become a Protestant. A king 
who reigns upon condition of being a Protestant, would forfeit his 
right to reign, (without a fresh agreement,) if he became a Ca- 
tholic ;—but the possessor of an estate, or of a civil right, which 
belongs to him in his character of a human being, could not for- 
feit either by holding any opinion, for that is not the condition 
on which either property or civil rights can be justly held. But it 
18 Not clear to us, that the king would forfeit the throne, by becom- 
tnga Catholic! The conditions of reigning might be broken, 
but who would enforce the penalty of forfeiture? Would the 
nation ever think of deposing a brave, popular, and generous 
ruler, merely because he might by some extraordinary chance, 
ecome a convert to the Catholic doctrines ? 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


—O— 


Prom the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the Yel- 
low Bonze at Japan. 


PRISONS NOT COMFORTABLE—A GREAT DISCOVERY 


ABOUT PARLIAMENTATY FAITH, WHICH CONCERNS 
THE FUNDHOLDER, &c. 


My respected Yellow Friend, 

I have received thy kind letter of commisera- 
tion, and thank thee for thy condolence, and thy philo- 
sophical remarks ;—such as, that a prison is only a house 
built of more durable materials;—that iron bars are 
often put into the windows of private houses for security, 
and should not therefore be thought of as adding terrors 
to prisons, when they confer safety upon more humble 
dweillings:—that, after all, it matters not whether we 
_walk one space athousand times over, or walk once over 
& space of a thousand times the length of the former: 
that turnkeys and governors are only so many ministers 
to the wants of the prisoners ;—and that a prison may be 
considered as preferable to a palace, where the object of 
ail the altention has as little freedom as the meanest 
prisoner, and is burthened with a thousand times more 
care. I know all this—but as the starling said, “ J 
“caw get out.” There lies the difference. Many a 
worthy citizen confines himself to a smaller and less 
airy place than I am doomed to inhabit, and never thinks 
of murmuring at the confinement, and hard labour to 
boot. But then, he can move out of the circle, and 
therefore is he indifferent about moving at all. I on the 
contrary, ‘“‘ can’t get out;’—and if I had not a great 
deal of work upon my hands, I know not how J should 
endure the creaking mockery of opening doors, and 
sliding bars, which seem to say, “ Ah! i?snouse. We 
“do not open for you. Keep back, for there is no way 
“out for you.” Philosophy has no answer to make. The 
feelings are up in arms against the schools ; and the phi- 
losophers are of no more importance than schoolmasters 


during a vacation. Nor does use reconcile one to the 
Vor. VIL. No. 26. 
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solitude and sameness of a prison life. 12 thought ir 
could not be much worse than confinement at sea during 
along voyage ; but there is no comparison between the 
animating hazard of a seaman’s life, and the almost in- 
animate monotony of a prison existence. The contrast 
is as Wide, as a view from the top of a commanding 
eminence, and the gloomy atmosphere which envelopes 
a cavern into which the rays of the sun never enters. 
No philosophy can ever make me in love with confine- 
ment. I have not murmured to bear the privation. 1 
am philosopher enough not to lament at any thing that I 
must endure ; bul here my philosophy ends ; and instead 
of walking: out of my dungeon, witha placid indifferent 
air, and with a measured pace, I shall be very likely to 
dance out in so grotesque a manner, as would put the 
elder Cato to the blush. But Der arfs are privileged 
versons in all ages; and while the Gianis of the day are 
expccled to maintain the dignity of their characters, by 
a fue attention to decorum; we Lwarfs may come ofi 
without rebuke for a litte merriment, provided we maine 
tain the HONESTY of ours. 

I must, however, leave off talking of myself, and tell 
the news ; ; which is that the ministry y are “quite indig- 
nant ai a proposa Ton the part of some of the peopie, tc 
reduce the debt!  "Vhe > good, honest, souls, in adminis- 
tration, cance think of such athing, Tt would be se 
bad, so dishonoural . so unjust, —that 1 should rot 
wonder if they paid it out of their own tabi. rather 
than the public creditors should lose a farthing! They 
are really angry at Jolin Bull, for hinting at sueh a mat- 
ter; and I almost expected they would slap his face with 
his petition, instead of receiving it. | thought Lord Cas- 
tlereach would have thrown up his pate immediately ; 
but he ig a cunning fellow, and therefore looks about 
before he puts his bread and butter soon the table, to 
see whether any cur is near, who might snap it up; and 
[ suppose it was the shew of W higs who were gaping 
for his place, that induced him to be cautious how he 
went too far. At first, | deemed thal the fundholder 
was guife safe; but I have since met with an anecdote, 
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that staggers my confidence, both in parliamentary 
good faith and ministerial honor. It is this:—* Such 
“* was the general unpopularity of an EXCISE in 1642, 
” ~, that when some aspersions were cast by malignant 

‘ persons, upon the House of Commons. that they in- 


= Some introducing excises, the HOUSE, for its vine» 


“ dication, DECLARED these rumours, FAnsr and ScaN- 


‘ DALOUS, and ORDERED that their authors should be’ 


“ apprehended, and brought to condiqg2 punishment! 
“while THE VERY NEXT YEAR AN EXCISE 
“ WAS ESTABLISHED!!!” 

This, as I said staggers me /—and I begin to think the 
declaration of the House, and the good juiih of par lia- 
ment no security at all for the payment of the debt. 
I must think this matter over a little ; and it would be 
as well if the fundholders would think i! over i2isd, 
Good faith, and honor, and integrity, are aivays very 
pretty words; but their value depends entirely upon whO 
uses them—and if parliament was ever capable of such 
a fraud, as preliminary to such a rovbery—why it may 
-in the lapse of tinee—when all the present virtuous 
race of senators are extinct—commit another fraud, as 
precursor to another robbery. I*or my part, if I could, 
{ wouldkeep it honest, by getting out of its power. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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TITHES AND TAXES 
THE MOSG 
RESPECTABLE SP: SCTE S OF PROPERTY: | 
— 

The question of Trish titties has been brought before the 
House of Commons, on 2 proposai of Mr.Gar Gur, 19 en 
deavour to compromise the dis sputes in Freland> upon this 
subject, by transferring the payment of the: from the texant 
tothe landlord. This is a paliry and insignificant measure, 
which will be totally inetlicacious, and which deserves ne 
further notice: but the debates have heen made the meaus 
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of publishing some ridiculous and unfounded nonseuse, about 
Hie tithes being as much private property, as the estates of 
the landlords; that, in fact, a man only inherits nine-tenths of 
4 frechold estate, of which the other one-tenth is the freehold 
properly of the Church! Mr. Goulburn'says, ‘‘ tithe was not 
‘only private property, but property held under the most 
* ancien! aud unexcept.onable title ; it was the property of a 
class, perbaps the most respectable of the community ; and 
“jit ought to be approached with a degree of carefudness and 
" delicacy, to which no other description of property could 
“lay claim.” To say the least of this, it is gross folly ; as 
Mr. Goulburn himself satisfactorily proves: for if tithes were 
private property of such a superior description, they ought not 
to be approached at all. ‘The very fact of his proposing a 
lecislative interference, proves that they are not private pro- 
perty ; for, though the Ministry has found means to reach as 
much of every mat’s private property as its extravagance 
needed, it has not vet been adinitted within the power of the 
legislature to interfere, in this manner, with private property of 
any Other description. If tithes be such unapproachable 
property, why are their grievances suffered to be mentioned in 
the legislature ? The evils attendant upon them, must be then 
endured as a part of themselves! But the whole proposition 
is false. ‘Tithes are not privaie property. la their most fa- 
vourabie sense, they partake not in any : of the nature of 
private property; they are neither inheritable, nor bequeath- 
able. They are the appointed saluries of an order of public 
servants ; and those salaries may be encreased, or diminished, 
at the pleasure of those who pay them. The people may 
abolish them altogether, or they may limit them to any amount 
they please. In ail cases, Where they are held by daymen, they 
are usurpations and impositions; for that property, awarded 
to the Church for religious purposes, should be given, or sold 
to others, is a gross perversion of the original intention, which 
10 Custom can sanctify, which uo lapse of time can make either 
rational, or equitable. The Duke of Devonshire, it is said, 
holds the tithes of fen par ishes in Ireland. By whatever means 
they have fallen into his possession he has no equitable right 
to a single farthing of them. He might as weil claim the amount 
of the poor's rates of his English parishes, if there were no poor 
to maintain. If they nx Jong to any body, in Ireland, it is to 
the Catholic Clergy. The Protestant Church, which was es- 
tablished by the sword against the feelings and consciences of 








THE BLACK DWAREP. 925 


« large majority of the people, has no other c.aim than that of 
the strongest to despoil the weaker. 

* Let us look at some of the means by which a titde to tithes 
nas been acquired. Their origin is enveloped in no mystery, 
When Christianity was introduced into this country, the land 
was tithe-free, at any rate.—By degrees, churches were built, 
and endowed by monarchs and individuals. No c/aim was made 
to tithes for along period. If such a price had been demanded 
for relivion, it would have found no purchasers ia “Britain. 
But as its professors became rich and powerful, they began 
to obtain fixed means of supporting the authority which they 
possessed ; and tithes were introduced, first as gratuitous 
offerings, and then as customary gifts, until the custom was 
held to be the daw. Such is the origin of tithes! The fol- 
lowing anecdote will shew other means that were taken to 
establish the title to this most ancient and respectable proe 
perty :--“ On the arrival of St. Augustine in England, he went 
to Leng Compton, in Warwickshire, where the parish priest 
made a complaint that the lord of the town would not pay his 
tithes.—The priest had admonished him, and even excommu- 
nicated him, but to no purpose; he still continued refractory. 
St. Augustine sent for him, reprimanded him for his fault, and 
demanded the reason of his refusal, saying, ‘‘ Knowest thou 
not, that tithes are “ not thine, but God’s'” The Knigit 
answered very properly, ‘‘ Did not I plough and sow the land ? 
1 ** will therefore have the tenth sheaf, as well as the ninth!’’ 
St. Augustine could not answer this, aud not having an Irish 
Court readv to sue the defaulter in, exclaimed, ‘‘I will ex- 
‘‘ communicate thee. I command that no excommunicated per- 
‘‘ son be present at the mass.” A dead man, who had been 
buried at the entrance of the church, thereupon rose out of his 
grave, went out of the church-yard, and waited till the mass 
was over. St. Augustine, no ways surprised at the matter, asked 
who he wast He replied, “ he was once a patron of the place, 
‘‘who would not pay tithes, and was therefore excommu- 
‘* nicated, and thrust into bell!” St. Augustine enquired where 
the priest was buried who excommunicated him; and being 
informed, the priest was called up out of bis grave to depose 
to the facts. He corroborated them all, and added, “1 wish 
«| had never known hin, for he was always a rebel to the 
“‘ church, a withholder of his tithes, and even to his last a 
*‘ very wicked man, which induced me to excommunicate him.” 
Augustine replied, ‘* Brother, thou knowest God is very 
merciful, therefore we must have pity on this miserable crea- 
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{ure, whois the image of God, and redeemed with lus bicod, 
having so long endured the pains of hel.” Whereupon, deliver. 
inv to him a scourge, he kneeled down, and craving absolution 
with tears, iad it granted ; and so, by Augustine’s command, 
reiurping to his grave again, he was immediately returned to 
dust. ‘Then, said Augustine to the Priest, ‘ how long hast thoy 
been beried?’ “ Above 150 years,” quoth he. “ How hast 
“ thou fared hitherto?” “Well,” quoth the Priest, “ enjoying 
“the delights of eternal life!’ ‘ Art thou contented tbat J 
« should pray unto God, that thou mayest return to us, and 
“by th ty preaching reduce many souls unto Him that are de- 
“ceived by the devil?” “ Far be it from thee, oh, Father !” 
answered the Priest, ‘‘ that thou shouldest so disturb my quiet 
“as to bring me back to the troublesome life of this world.” 
“Go thy way, then, and rest in peace, praying for me, and 
“ for ihe universal Church of God!” The Priest accordingly 
entere d inte his grave, aud fell to dust. Uhen turned St. Aus 
gustine to the Knight, and said— Wilt thou now pay thy 
“ tythes to God, my son?” and the poor Kuight, trembling and 
werping fell at nis feet, craved pardon, and shaving himself 
became a follawer of St. Augustine all the days of his life.” 
iist. of Warwickshire. 

Th is specimen of the means taken to enforce tythes, weuld, 
of itself, shew that they are not derived from any legal source, 
Bat were first raised upon the credulity of the people. ihat 
they nave been since recognized by the law s, and the adminis- 
tiators of the laws, will astonish none who remember that the 
Ciurch and State have long since made a match of it, and that 
the tythes kave been set down as the pin money of Mother 
Church, But, to say that what was allowed by the folly is 
not subject so the revisal of the reason of the people, is ridicu- 
lous. Besides, by the ancient title, bad as it is, the tythes were 
not the exclusive property of the Priest. He was only a co- 
partaer with the poor, and with the Church. The tythes were 
to raise and keep churches in repair; and to feed the poor, as 
well as the Priest. Sothat the ancient title to this property 
entitles the Priest only to a subsistence; and if society has In- 
therto agreed to leave the Church in possession of the whole 
tythe, it is not a right of the Church, but a gratuity of the 
people, which they are at liberty to withdraw at their plea- 
sure. It is true, that all the individual property of the Church, 
ought to be held as sacred as any other property; and a re- 

claimer of the tythes should be accompanied by full indem- 
nity for all existing interests that can be legally and equitabls 
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established. But to say that the Nation cannot recal its own 
spontaneous bounty, is to ridicule all rational ideas of what a 
nation ought to be! ‘This nation has deposed Kings, changed 
the religion of the State, and taken the tythes from the Catholic 
Church, to bestow them upon the Protestant; and it is now 
pretended that it cannot interfere with tythes, because they are 
the private property of the Church! Were they not the prv- 
raie property of the Church, when Henry the Eighth plen- 
dered it without remorse—-of its treasures, and set up what 
he intended tobe a cheaper religion? Were not all the tythes 
aud Abbey lands, conferred upon great families, the private 
property of the church? Why, then, does not the Charch 
sue all lay, impropriators, &c. for the recovery of this pri- 
vate property? ‘that Mister Dawson may say that “ no body 
of men had so clear a title to their property as the clergy pov. 
sessed to tythes;” and he may be allowed to add, that “ it 
‘was a right so ancieat, as to be anterior in its origin to an 

‘* now existing:” because he may know no better. Hema 

be ignorant as not to know how the land came to be saddled 
with tythes. He may be stupid enough not to know that 
they were introduced from the Jewish law. He may be silly 
enough to overlook that they were just, as it regarded their 
Jewish existence, and that they are unjust as regards their 
Ci ristian application. He may not know that the tythes amongst 
the Jews defrayed all the expences of the state, as well as the 
maintenance of the priests, and the support of the temples. In 
short, he may know nothing about the matter: —and any flippant 
folly from his tongue may deserve no chastisement; but when 
Lord Castlerereagh “ trusts that the fate of tythesin other 
“* countries would operateas a warning in this empire,” who can 
help laughing in his face, and asking him what gulls he su 

poses he is addressing. Has not France benefitted by getting 
tid of her tythes? Is not America more moral, and quite as 
religious, without them? And would not the millions collect- 
ed by the Irish Church be productive of more virtue if di- 
vided amongst the starving population of Ireland, than ap- 
propriated to the support of the ministers of a Chu.ch not 
comprehending more than one fourteenth part of the people, 
and yet taking a teith of th: gross produce of the labour of 
the whole? The time is fast approaching, when all these 
matters will be better understood, or an estate in England 
will soontbe of little value. The taxes are the freehold of the 
government—the tythes are the freehold of the Church—the 
poor’s rates are the freehold of the paupers! And whes 
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all these freehold claims ace satistied, the LAND FREE. 
HOLDER will find Ais freehold in some strong hold of « 


prison ! 








ad —— eed 


CAUSES OF REVOLUTIONS 


TO THE EDITOR. 


Of all the extraordinary assertions ventured upon by Lord 
Londonderry (and they have been pretty numerous) the most 
extraordinary, perhaps, was that which he lately made in the 
House of Commons, when in the height of his pride and con- 
fidence, arrogance and insensibility, he declared, that the ex- 
isting tithes in Ireland, and all their cruel and ruinous op- 
pressiveness, were necessary to the warding off “ those dange- 
rous and revolutionary doctrines, the yielding to which had 
produced such desolation and devastation in the world.” 

Now, in direct opposition to it, we affirm that, so far from 
oppression and cruelty, slavery and penury, being curbs upon 
human spirit, and extinguishers of a people’s sense of justice 
and their rights, they are the positive and only provocatives to 
insurrection : and that but for the multiplied evils and vexa- 
tions visited on the many by the few, by the rulers on the 
ruled, there never had been a revolution ina single country in 
the world. When the laws are good and duly adminisered, 
when industry and property are faithfully and wisely protected, 
and even a inoderate degree of liberty preserved, nations do not 
even think of revolutionary movements. No—it is when the 
fruits of their honest exertions are torn from them, to support a 
priesthood whose services they neither receive nor want; it 
is When in the shape of taxation, they are competled to yield to 
their government four-fifths of their bard earnings—it is when 
possessing an excellent political constitution, they are deprived 
of its best blessings by tyrannical ministers, aided and abetted 
by corrupt parliaments— it is when royal extravagauce, and 
the rapacity of cabinets, are opposed to public privation, and 
seem to laugh at the general poverty—it is when these evils 
press upon the hearts and minds of the people, that they resort 
to revolution. 

Whether a government be absolute or free, arbitrary or 
limited, justice tempered with mercy, moderate imposts, and a 
tolerable portion of the comforts of life, will always ensure 
content and internal peace. Governed in their conduct by a 
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segard to their interest and general welfare, men, when they 
have reason to be satisfied, are not prone to oppose, but rather 
to uphold the existing order of things. National convulsion 
can no.way benefit those who have any thing to lose; butina 
state of affairs in which neither liberty nor property are secure, 
the bulk of the people have nothing to lose? And if their 
condition cannot be made worse, is it to be wondered at if they 
endeavour to make it better? Destitute of blessings, they have 
no losses to fear; while the bare possibility of an amended 
state, naturally fills them with hope. Hence, coasidering the 
general condition of the world—espvcially of Europe—espe- 
cially, alas! of the most enlightened portion of the globe— 
the wonder is not that we now and then w:tness revolutions, 
but that they do not more frequently occur. ‘That England 
bere so long with her despotic Henrys, Charles’s, and James's, 
was no less surprising to all reflecting men, than disgraceful to 
herself: and why France was so slow in imitating the just 
and manly spirit she at length displayed, is only to be ex- 
plained by a disparity between the French and English en- 
ergies. In this country to a certainty, the Bourbon Dynast, 
would never have reached its sixteenth generation Th 

profligacy of the court, the tyranny of the ministers, the ra- 
pacity of the Priests, the oppression of /etters de cachet, 
and the general wretchedness of the people, had, long before 
the eighteenth century, produced an explosion that would bave 
shaken the world, as did the revolution of France; but would 
not, like the revolution of France, have subsided into a base 
unitation of the old, abominable regime. 

But here we must pause; Euglishmen are not now ina con- 
dition to take liberties with the citizens of France, as their 
political inferiors, Civil freedom is no longer our exclusive 
enjoyment. If she reigns here, she rules there: and visa 
versa, if she has no existence in that country, neither has she 
in this: for assuredly, far as are the French from being a free 
people, they may, at least, boast of enjoying as much liberty 
as ourselves, The power of the Gallic Crown is not more 
formidable than that of the Britannic; the French cabinet is 
neither more arrogant, nor more artful, than ours: nor is the 
parliament ot France more alive to the nod of the ministers 
than is that of England. The time was when we had 
the advantage of our continental neighbours, a1d were up- 
feeling enough to laugh at their slavery; but a revolution 
came and swept away their bundage. And what caused 
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this revolunon? Will Lord Londonderry say, that it 1s to 
be attributed to the absense of cruel and ruinous oppression * 
Will he tell us, that had the French people been more brutally 
aud barbarously treated by their goverument, more ignomi- 
niously restricted, more despotically ruled, they would have 
groaned, but not have arisen; would have writhed under the 
foot that crushed then , but not have turned? All history 
opposes his dictum. Human nature lifts up her voice against 
him, ai.d declares that tyranny alone is the cause of revoiu- 
tions; justice and liberality never. 

But though this position is as true as any affirmation of Floly 
Writ, how are most of the monar hs of Europe acting at this 
moment? How are they treating their people? Just as if 
they put their whole trusts in the sentiments of Lord Lon- 
donderry; just as if they imagined that the victory of Water- 
low, was the conquest of mankind, and of the laws of uature ; 
and that in subduing the soldiers of Napoleon, they had placed 
the world at their feet; that the spmit of man is broken for 
ever, and that the closer they press him to the earth, the less 
be will dare tothink of resisting their omnipotence. — This 1s a3 
exactly the cast of their conduct, as its object is that of per- 
petuating human slavery. But their policy is as certainly erro. 
neous, as their views are unattainable. Withalliheir affected 
wisdom, all their pretended piety, and all their assumed know- 
ledge of the laws of nature, they are ignorant of the character 
of the human soul; for they do not knew, and seem deter- 
mived not to learn that excepting in its most cold, abject, and 
debased state, it cherishes 2 spark, harbours a living, though 
secret warmth that ts ever capable of arising into a flame, and 
that nothing is so sure to awaken it to rage and potency, as 
cruel and despotic treatment. It is not more certain, that but 
for such treatment, no nation had ever been revolutionized, 
than that such treatment too pertinaciously continued, will pro- 
duce a violent reaction, and the overthrow of the government by 
which it is adopted. 

A more awful lesson on this subject was never given to the 
rulers of men, than the late political convulsion in France. For 
ourselves, we hardly know which we ought to blame most— 
the people of that country for their pusilanimity, in so long 
suffering the grievances inflicted by their luxurious, profligate, 
and abandoned Court, or their Government, for its folly and 
wickedness, in pushing its oppressions to an extent that com:- 
mon sense ought to have informed them, would not be borne for 
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ever. Viewing with an impartial eye the faully patience of 
rae French people, and the ill-jud. ed policy of their overbear- 

ing task masters, we ar:, we must confess, inclined to attach 
the preater blame to the latter, In the protracted forbear- 
ance of th» first, we see the possibility of an amiable weakness ; 
but in the insulting severity of the latter, nothing shoit of the 
very intention to be cruel and tyrannical ;—a cast of mind, and 
character of heart, which only the subjection and degradation 
of the human species cai gratify. 

Yet this is the precise course, pursued to this mement, by the 
Continental Monarchs. ‘Their souls are bent on the continued 
humiliation of their subjects, and the absolute annihilation of 
liberty. In accordance with this view, have they been anxious 
for the renewal of the British Alien Bill. Too easy a corres- 
pondence between the friends of liberty might facilitate the re- 
establishment of a better order of things; and give tyranny 2 
fall—a second fall—from which it might never recover. The 
better to avert this, the accession of our Cabinet to the illiberal 
and nefarious schemes of what has impiously been called the 
Holy Alliance, would have been highly desirable, but as such 
a concession on the part of a Government affecting to be free, 
would have been too declaratory of its own secret principles, it 
has contented itself with meeting them half way, and giving 
them the benefit of a restriction, that while it militates against 
the fearlessness, openness, and generosity of the British cha- 
racter, promotes, in no slight degree, their grand and settled 
purpose, and serves to cement a ” friendship favourable to the 
policy of both parties. 

But all the united means of all the Powers in Europe, will 
prove inadequate to their object. There every where exists 
in the public mind, a spirit paramount to the tyranny by which 
it 18. opposed; and the more obstinately this spirit is resisted, 
the more sure and speedy will be its triumph. Yes,—we re- 
peat it; and Lord Londonderry will repeat his failacy, if he 
contradicts us—despotism, not liberal rule, is the provocative 
of insurrection ; tyrants, and not public Meetings and a free 
Press, awaken a peoples’ murmurs and stimulate resistance ; 
and never since civil Government was instituted, has a revolu- 


tion occurred for which the constituted authorities have not had 
to thank themselves. 
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ADDRESS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OR THE RaA- 
DICAL UNION OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, AND 
NEIGHBOURHOOD. 





TO SIR CHARLES WOLSELEY, BARONET. 


Wortny Sir, Newcastle, May 27, 1822. 
Be pleased to receive from the united Radical Reformers 
of Newcastle upon Tyne, and neighbourhood, the sum of £10, in 
aid of the general subscription of the Great Northern Union, for 
effecting a Reform in the Commons House of Parliament, and 
thereby ** rendering the honourable house still more honourable,’- 
und more worthy of popular esteem and confidence. 
- The multiplied evils arising from acorrupt system of govern- 
meat, independent of the popular voice, we are pleased to observe, 
has of late had an excellent effect in opening the eyes of many 
who were formerly averse to every species of Reform; and who, 
though convinced of many imperfections and corruptions which 
in process of time had crept into the system, were yet persuaded 
that, upon the whole, it contributed largely to public prosperity: 

The progress of events has, however, happily, in great part, 
dispelled this delusion ; and the sufferings of the middle classes, 
and the increased privations of the higher, have impelled both to 
bawl as loudly for Reform, as did the lower classes previously to 
the passing of the infamous Six Acts. So that, with the exception 
of those who live upon the taxes, (the unproductive portion of 
the community (few will now be found who are not wishful fora 
reform of the present system. 

While the national suffering was confined to the laborious class- 
es, the useful artizan, and the ‘* many apron'd sons of meckanic 
life ;” their complaints were not only treated with supercilious 
contempt by their virtual representatives, but they were themselves 
branded with every epithet of infamy; and an unconstitutional 
atanding.army, in time of peace, was cousiderably augmented fort 
ihe purpose of coercing, instead of relieving, the distresses of 2 
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suffering people, ground down by taxation, and the operation of 
partial and unjust laws, to the lowest pitch of human misery and 
starvation. But when, in the natural progress of the destruc- 
tive system, the opulent landholder lost a portion of bis double 
rents, and the tax and tythe gatherers appeared to crop all the 
profits of the produce of the soil, then they became alarmed for the 
security of their property, and now loudly bawl for relief from 
agricultural distress. The farmers, however, unfortunately, are 
not the only classes ruined by the system of corruption. The ship- 
ping interest has suffered still miore deeply—commerce languishes 
~—mabufactures are unproductive of profit—and the capital of the 
country employed in the increase of national wealth, is arrested 
in its reproductive processes, and diminished by the operation of 
exorbitant taxation. These are the insuperable consequences of 
unjust and unnecessary wars, for the subjagation of the liberties 
of Europe, that have entailed upon the country an immense load 
of debt, (the interest of which we are now labouring to pay) and 
unhappily terminated in the enslavement of a once noble and 
high-minded people—the inhabitants of the British Isles. 

A corrupt system of legislation is evident in the spirit of our 
laws, which appear to be framed to guard only the lives and 
property of the rich and opulent, and to render the poor subser- 
vient to their mercenary views and purposes. Hence the numerous 
restrictions upon the liberty of disposing of their labour to the 
best advantage —the laws against combination and the emigra- 
tion of artificers—the vagrant laws, and the unjust and oppres- 
sive operation of the game laws. From the multiplied expences 
of law processes, our Courts of Justice may be said to be shut 
against the poor ; to them, justice is not only delayed, but in many 
cases denied, contrary to the provisions of the ancient charters of 
their rights. And from the modernsystem of appointingSheriffs and 
the principal Law Officers by, and making them dependent on, 
the Crown, it is obvious, that by the exercise of this influence in 
the usual mode of packing juries, the purposes of government > 
may be accoinplished under the forms of justice, and persons ob. 
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nAQxwus to the diepleasure of ministers mmay thus be persecuted 
with the most unrelenting rigour. 

Corruption, not confined to the seat of legislation or the courts 
of justice, has invaded the most sacred places, and our clerieal 
functionaries are now become the must strenuous agents and ad- 
vocates for the most oppressive and despotic measures of govern- 
ment. This, however, being perceive by the people, they are 
now rapidly deserting the Government churches, and erecting, 
for themselves, others more congenial to their own views, and 
more accordant with the spirit of the Christian Religion. 

What then, it will be said, is the remedy for all these accumu- 
lated evils which have befallen our unhappy and degraded. 
country? We answer, a speedy. and effectual Reform of the 
Commons’ House of Parliament, on the plan most consistent with 
the petitions and prayers of a suffering people—viz. Annual Parlia- 
ments by Universal suffrage, and vote by ballott—as it is evident 
the feelings and interests of the people can be justly represented 


only by persous of their own appointment, in whom alone they cac_ 


confide. 


The necessity for a ceform inparliament becoming every day 





more and more apparent and being now admitted by most per- — 
sons, it only remained to devise the most effectual means for the. 


accomplishment of sodesirable an object. The plan proposedjly the. 
Great Northern Union, appears to us.to be the best adapted, under 
Present circumstances, for giving a practical effect to the wishes 
of real reformers. Lt may be objected that very few seats can be 
purchased in this way, and that, from the present organized ays- 
tem of corruption, ministers must continucto demand a large ma- 
jority in that House. But though, numericaliy considered, the 
popular cause may appear hopeless, yet, when we take into view. 
the moral force which might be called into exercise by the intro. 
duction of only afew men of known integrity and talents, to aid 
the exertions of Mr. Hume, we are convinced that an impression 
would finally be made on the strong-holds of corruption which its 
advocates, unaided by the popular feeling, would be unable 


- 
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to parry. Hence, doubtless, would macy important advantages be 
obtained, the profligate waste of the people’s money would ina great 
measure be prevented, and the productive classes be permitted to 
enjoy a much larger portion of the produce of their own industrr. 
The intolerable pressure of taxation, the beggary andruio of thou- 
sands of the industrious classes, aud the awful prospects before us 
of increased and increasing misery, together with the contemptuous 
disregard of our petitions, the violation of our rights, and the eo- 
croachment of our liberties—are all the bitter fruits of the bo- 
roughmongering system, of virtual, or mock representation—and. 
have convinced us, that no other remedy exists for these multiplied 
evils but a radical change in the mode of electing Members of the 
Commons House of Parliament. 

As the present ruinous system can only be maintained by keep- 
ing the people ignorant of its complete machinery, and of the conti- 
uued abrogation and change of the o}d laws of the country, for 
which are substituted merely a series of the most paltry expedients, 
we feel especially indebted to Messrs. Cobbett and Wooler, and the 
Editors of the independent press, who have with so much zea! 
and ability advocated the popular cause, and enlightened al! classes 
of the people, on subjects the most important to their interests 
and happiness. We rejoice that by their labours, aided by * the 
general working of events,” the age of deception and delusion is 
aow well nigh passed away, we hope for ever; while the advocates 
of despotic power are now obliges openly ts confess that the foul- 
est corruption is necessary for its support. Even their Oracles have 
ceased; and those en who from the earliest times have been 
found the steadiest friends and supporters of despotism, ‘* whose 


Gospel is their Maw,” will now in vain attempt agsin to raise the 


hypocritical cry of sedition and blasphemy, with a view to oppose 
the progress of reform. 

We are therefore encouraged to hope, from the rapid increase of 
political knowledge among the people, and the general working 
of events, that a brighter day is fast approaching for the over- 
burdening levg deluded people of this country. And thus’ per- 
suaded, we entreat our brethren Reformers in the South te 
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persevere, through evil report and through good report, in the 
great work they have so oobly begun, convinced that no good 
effort will be wholly lost. It is a glorious contest—a struggle 
between the increascd knowledge of the age, and the mulltt- 
plied and accumulated errors and corruptions of former ages 
—a struggle between light and darkness—the issue is not uncer- 
tain—each true Reformer, we hope, will be animated with the 
great Patrivt, who exclaimed, with his latest breath, ‘* Heaven 
save my country!” 

Our best thanks are also due to all those who have suffered, 
and are still suffering, in the people’s cause: and for what you 
have yourself done and suffered in the cause please to accept out 
warmest acknowledgments of gratitude 

I am, Sir, For the Committee of the Radical Union of 
Newcastle and its Neighbourhod, 


WILLIAM WEATHi&RSTONE, Seeretaty. 
To Sir Charies Wolseley. Bart 





TO CORRESPONDENTS 





The present number ends the volume, to which an Index and 
Title will be shortly prepared. Those subscribers who bind up their 
volumes should order their bovk-binders to cut very little from the 
head and foot of the pages of the present volume. A mistake oce 
curred in printing of the first number on a smaller paper, which 
rendered it necessary that the whole volume should be printed 
upon the same, to correspond. By a little care on the part of the 
book-binder to leave as much margin as possible, the difference 


will scarcely be perceived; but in our next volume we shall return 
to the usual size. 


The Editor has also to observe that hisimprisonment so far from 
home, has occasioned many inconveniences in the management 
which could not be entirely obviated; but a few weeks wilt now 
restore him to the superintendence of the publicatien;. and enable 


him to conduct it under more auspicious circumstances, and with 
encreased effect. 
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